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God approved 
“Benevolence” vs. 
Man-made “Greed”

Barnabas (Acts 4) vs 
Ananias & Sapphira (Acts 5)



John 3:19 – 21 (ESV) 
19 And this is the judgment: the light has come into
the world, and people loved the darkness rather than
the light because their works were evil. 20 For
everyone who does wicked things hates the light and
does not come to the light, lest his works should be
exposed. 21 But whoever does what is true comes to
the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his works
have been carried out in God.”



Barnabas (Acts 4) vs Ananias 
& Sapphira (Acts 5) 



Acts 4:32 – 37 (ESV)

32 Now the full number of those who believed were of one
heart and soul, and no one said that any of the things that
belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in
common. 33 And with great power the apostles were giving
their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and
great grace was upon them all. 34 There was not a needy
person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or
houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold
35 and laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to
each as any had need. 36 Thus Joseph, who was also called
by the apostles Barnabas (which means son of
encouragement), a Levite, a native of Cyprus, 37 sold a field
that belonged to him and brought the money and laid it at the
apostles' feet.



Acts 5:1 – 11 (ESV) 
1 But a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of
property, 2 and with his wife's knowledge he kept back for himself some
of the proceeds and brought only a part of it and laid it at the apostles'
feet. 3 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to
the Holy Spirit and to keep back for yourself part of the proceeds of the
land? 4 While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it
was sold, was it not at your disposal? Why is it that you have contrived
this deed in your heart? You have not lied to man but to God.” 5 When
Ananias heard these words, he fell down and breathed his last. And great
fear came upon all who heard of it. 6 The young men rose and wrapped
him up and carried him out and buried him. 7 After an interval of about
three hours his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. 8 And
Peter said to her, “Tell me whether you sold the land for so much.” And
she said, “Yes, for so much.” 9 But Peter said to her, “How is it that you
have agreed together to test the Spirit of the Lord? Behold, the feet of
those who have buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry
you out.” 10 Immediately she fell down at his feet and breathed her last.
When the young men came in they found her dead, and they carried her
out and buried her beside her husband. 11 And great fear came upon the
whole church and upon all who heard of these things.



What was Ananias and 
Sapphira’s sin?



What does it mean to be 
“Greedy”?



1 Timothy 6:9 – 10 (ESV)

9 But those who desire to be rich fall into
temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and
harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and
destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of
all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that
some have wandered away from the faith and
pierced themselves with many pangs.



Revelation 3:14 – 19 (ESV)
14 “And to the angel of the church in Laodicea write: ‘The
words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the
beginning of God's creation. 15 “‘I know your works: you are
neither cold nor hot. Would that you were either cold or hot!
16 So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I
will spit you out of my mouth. 17 For you say, I am rich, I
have prospered, and I need nothing, not realizing that you are
wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked. 18 I counsel you to
buy from me gold refined by fire, so that you may be rich, and
white garments so that you may clothe yourself and the
shame of your nakedness may not be seen, and salve to
anoint your eyes, so that you may see. 19 Those whom I love,
I reprove and discipline, so be zealous and repent.



Luke 12:16 – 21 (ESV)
16 And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich
man produced plentifully, 17 and he thought to himself,
What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’
18 And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns
and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain
and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you
have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat,
drink, be merry.”’ 20 But God said to him, Fool! This
night your soul is required of you, and the things you
have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So is the one who
lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.”



What does it mean to be 
“Benevolent”? 



1 Timothy 6:6 – 8 (ESV)

6 But godliness with contentment is great gain, 7
for we brought nothing into the world, and we
cannot take anything out of the world. 8 But if we
have food and clothing, with these we will be
content.



Mark 12:41 – 44 (ESV)
41 And he sat down opposite the treasury and watched
the people putting money into the offering box. Many rich
people put in large sums. 42 And a poor widow came and
put in two small copper coins, which make a penny. 43
And he called his disciples to him and said to them,
“Truly, I say to you, this poor widow has put in more than
all those who are contributing to the offering box. 44 For
they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of
her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to
live on.”



What are some way we show 
benevolence to God and others?
• Our money
• Our time
• Our effort
• Our attitude



In our last lesson, we will God 
approved “Selflessness” vs. Man-

made “Selfishness”


