
The Kings 
of Israel 
Lesson #27



In our last study: 

Absalom was killed!

David returned to Jerusalem.

David pardoned his enemies.



In this 
study:

David repays a debt.

A division in the nation grows.

A rebellion arises once again!

David avenges the Gibeonites.



David repays a debt. 



2 Samuel 19:31 – 32 (ESV) 

31 Now Barzillai the Gileadite had come down from Rogelim,
and he went on with the king to the Jordan, to escort him over
the Jordan. 32 Barzillai was a very aged man, eighty years old.
He had provided the king with food while he stayed at
Mahanaim, for he was a very wealthy man.



2 Samuel 19:33 – 34 (ESV) 

33 And the king said to Barzillai, “Come over with me, and I
will provide for you with me in Jerusalem.” 34 But Barzillai said
to the king, “How many years have I still to live, that I should
go up with the king to Jerusalem?



2 Samuel 19:37 (ESV) 

37 Please let your servant return, that I may die in my own city
near the grave of my father and my mother. But here is your
servant Chimham. Let him go over with my lord the king, and
do for him whatever seems good to you.”



2 Samuel 19:38 – 39 (ESV) 

38 And the king answered, “Chimham shall go over with me,
and I will do for him whatever seems good to you, and all that
you desire of me I will do for you.” 39 Then all the people went
over the Jordan, and the king went over. And the king kissed
Barzillai and blessed him, and he returned to his own home.



A division in the nation grows.



2 Samuel 19:40 (ESV) 

40 The king went on to Gilgal, and Chimham went on with
him. All the people of Judah, and also half the people of Israel,
brought the king on his way.



2 Samuel 19:41 (ESV) 

41 Then all the men of Israel came to the king and said to the
king, “Why have our brothers the men of Judah stolen you
away and brought the king and his household over the Jordan,
and all David's men with him?”



2 Samuel 19:42 – 43 (ESV) 

42 All the men of Judah answered the men of Israel, “Because
the king is our close relative. Why then are you angry over this
matter? Have we eaten at all at the king's expense? Or has he
given us any gift?” 43 And the men of Israel answered the men
of Judah, “We have ten shares in the king, and in David also
we have more than you. Why then did you despise us? Were
we not the first to speak of bringing back our king?” But the
words of the men of Judah were fiercer than the words of the
men of Israel.



A rebellion arises once again! 



2 Samuel 20:1 – 2 (ESV) 

1 Now there happened to be there a worthless man, whose
name was Sheba, the son of Bichri, a Benjaminite. And he blew
the trumpet and said, “We have no portion in David, and we
have no inheritance in the son of Jesse; every man to his tents,
O Israel!” 2 So all the men of Israel withdrew from David and
followed Sheba the son of Bichri. But the men of Judah
followed their king steadfastly from the Jordan to Jerusalem.



2 Samuel 20:3 (ESV) 

3 And David came to his house at Jerusalem. And the king took
the ten concubines whom he had left to care for the house and
put them in a house under guard and provided for them, but
did not go in to them. So they were shut up until the day of
their death, living as if in widowhood.



2 Samuel 20:4 – 5 (ESV) 

4 Then the king said to Amasa, “Call the men of Judah
together to me within three days, and be here yourself.” 5 So
Amasa went to summon Judah, but he delayed beyond the set
time that had been appointed him.



2 Samuel 20:6 (ESV) 

6 And David said to Abishai, “Now Sheba the son of Bichri will
do us more harm than Absalom. Take your lord's servants and
pursue him, lest he get himself to fortified cities and escape
from us.”



2 Samuel 20:9 – 10 (ESV) 

9 And Joab said to Amasa, “Is it well with you, my brother?”
And Joab took Amasa by the beard with his right hand to kiss
him. 10 But Amasa did not observe the sword that was in
Joab's hand. So Joab struck him with it in the stomach and
spilled his entrails to the ground without striking a second
blow, and he died. Then Joab and Abishai his brother pursued
Sheba the son of Bichri.



2 Samuel 20:14 – 15 (ESV) 

14 And Sheba passed through all the tribes of Israel to Abel of
Beth-maacah, and all the Bichrites assembled and followed
him in. 15 And all the men who were with Joab came and
besieged him in Abel of Beth-maacah. They cast up a mound
against the city, and it stood against the rampart, and they
were battering the wall to throw it down.



2 Samuel 20:16 (ESV) 

16 Then a wise woman called from the city, “Listen! Listen! Tell
Joab, ‘Come here, that I may speak to you.’”



2 Samuel 20:20 – 21 (ESV) 

20 Joab answered, “Far be it from me, far be it, that I should
swallow up or destroy! 21 That is not true. But a man of the
hill country of Ephraim, called Sheba the son of Bichri, has
lifted up his hand against King David. Give up him alone, and I
will withdraw from the city.” And the woman said to Joab,
“Behold, his head shall be thrown to you over the wall.”



2 Samuel 20:22 (ESV) 

22 Then the woman went to all the people in her wisdom. And
they cut off the head of Sheba the son of Bichri and threw it
out to Joab. So he blew the trumpet, and they dispersed from
the city, every man to his home. And Joab returned to
Jerusalem to the king.



David avenges the Gibeonites. 



2 Samuel 21:1 (ESV) 

1 Now there was a famine in the days of David for three years,
year after year. And David sought the face of the LORD. And
the LORD said, “There is bloodguilt on Saul and on his house,
because he put the Gibeonites to death.”



2 Samuel 21:2 (ESV)

2 So the king called the Gibeonites and spoke to them. Now
the Gibeonites were not of the people of Israel but of the
remnant of the Amorites. Although the people of Israel had
sworn to spare them, Saul had sought to strike them down in
his zeal for the people of Israel and Judah.



2 Samuel 21:3 (ESV) 

3 And David said to the Gibeonites, “What shall I do for you?
And how shall I make atonement, that you may bless the
heritage of the LORD?”



2 Samuel 21:5 – 6 (ESV) 

5 They said to the king, “The man who consumed us and
planned to destroy us, so that we should have no place in all
the territory of Israel, 6 let seven of his sons be given to us, so
that we may hang them before the LORD at Gibeah of Saul,
the chosen of the LORD.” And the king said, “I will give them.”



2 Samuel 21:7 (ESV)

7 But the king spared Mephibosheth, the son of Saul's son
Jonathan, because of the oath of the LORD that was between
them, between David and Jonathan the son of Saul.



2 Samuel 21:9 (ESV) 

9 and he gave them into the hands of the Gibeonites, and they
hanged them on the mountain before the LORD, and the seven
of them perished together. They were put to death in the first
days of harvest, at the beginning of barley harvest.



2 Samuel 21:12 – 14 (ESV) 

12 David went and took the bones of Saul and the bones of his
son Jonathan from the men of Jabesh-gilead, who had stolen
them from the public square of Beth-shan, where the
Philistines had hanged them, on the day the Philistines killed
Saul on Gilboa. 13 And he brought up from there the bones of
Saul and the bones of his son Jonathan; and they gathered the
bones of those who were hanged. 14 And they buried the
bones of Saul and his son Jonathan in the land of Benjamin in
Zela, in the tomb of Kish his father. And they did all that the
king commanded. And after that God responded to the plea
for the land.



In our next study, we will look at end 
of King David’s reign!


