
The Kings 
of Israel 
Lesson #16



In our last study: 
King Saul's death on Mount Gilboa!

David mourns King Saul’s death.

David anointed King of Judah and Ish-bosheth
King of Israel!



In this 
study:

War breaks out between Judah 
and Israel!

Abner makes a covenant with 
David.

Joab takes vengeance against 
Abner by murdering him!

David mourns Abner.



War breaks out between Judah 
and Israel! 





2 Samuel 2:12 – 14 (ESV) 

12 Abner the son of Ner, and the servants of Ish-bosheth the
son of Saul, went out from Mahanaim to Gibeon. 13 And Joab
the son of Zeruiah and the servants of David went out and met
them at the pool of Gibeon. And they sat down, the one on the
one side of the pool, and the other on the other side of the
pool. 14 And Abner said to Joab, “Let the young men arise and
compete before us.” And Joab said, “Let them arise.”



2 Samuel 2:17 (ESV) 

17 And the battle was very fierce that day. And Abner and the
men of Israel were beaten before the servants of David.



2 Samuel 2:18 (ESV) 

18 And the three sons of Zeruiah were there, Joab, Abishai,
and Asahel. Now Asahel was as swift of foot as a wild gazelle.



2 Samuel 2:22 – 23 (ESV) 

22 And Abner said again to Asahel, “Turn aside from following
me. Why should I strike you to the ground? How then could I
lift up my face to your brother Joab?” 23 But he refused to
turn aside. Therefore Abner struck him in the stomach with the
butt of his spear, so that the spear came out at his back. And
he fell there and died where he was. And all who came to the
place where Asahel had fallen and died, stood still.



2 Samuel 2:24 – 27 (ESV) 

24 But Joab and Abishai pursued Abner. And as the sun was going
down they came to the hill of Ammah, which lies before Giah on the
way to the wilderness of Gibeon. 25 And the people of Benjamin
gathered themselves together behind Abner and became one group
and took their stand on the top of a hill. 26 Then Abner called to
Joab, “Shall the sword devour forever? Do you not know that the
end will be bitter? How long will it be before you tell your people to
turn from the pursuit of their brothers?” 27 And Joab said, “As God
lives, if you had not spoken, surely the men would not have given
up the pursuit of their brothers until the morning.”



2 Samuel 2:28 (ESV) 

28 So Joab blew the trumpet, and all the men stopped and
pursued Israel no more, nor did they fight anymore.



2 Samuel 3:1 (ESV) 

1 There was a long war between the house of Saul and the
house of David. And David grew stronger and stronger, while
the house of Saul became weaker and weaker.



Abner makes a covenant with 
David. 



2 Samuel 3:6 (ESV) 

6 While there was war between the house of Saul and the
house of David, Abner was making himself strong in the house
of Saul.



2 Samuel 3:7 – 10 (ESV) 
7 Now Saul had a concubine whose name was Rizpah, the
daughter of Aiah. And Ish-bosheth said to Abner, “Why have you
gone in to my father's concubine?” 8 Then Abner was very angry
over the words of Ish-bosheth and said, “Am I a dog's head of
Judah? To this day I keep showing steadfast love to the house of
Saul your father, to his brothers, and to his friends, and have not
given you into the hand of David. And yet you charge me today
with a fault concerning a woman. 9 God do so to Abner and more
also, if I do not accomplish for David what the LORD has sworn to
him, 10 to transfer the kingdom from the house of Saul and set up
the throne of David over Israel and over Judah, from Dan to
Beersheba.”



2 Samuel 3:12 – 13 (ESV) 

12 And Abner sent messengers to David on his behalf, saying,
“To whom does the land belong? Make your covenant with
me, and behold, my hand shall be with you to bring over all
Israel to you.” 13 And he said, “Good; I will make a covenant
with you. But one thing I require of you; that is, you shall not
see my face unless you first bring Michal, Saul's daughter,
when you come to see my face.”



2 Samuel 3:17 – 19 (ESV) 

17 And Abner conferred with the elders of Israel, saying, “For
some time past you have been seeking David as king over you.
18 Now then bring it about, for the LORD has promised David,
saying, ‘By the hand of my servant David I will save my people
Israel from the hand of the Philistines, and from the hand of all
their enemies.’” 19 Abner also spoke to Benjamin. And then
Abner went to tell David at Hebron all that Israel and the
whole house of Benjamin thought good to do.



Joab takes vengeance against 
Abner by murdering him! 



2 Samuel 3:22 – 25 (ESV) 

22 Just then the servants of David arrived with Joab from a
raid, bringing much spoil with them. But Abner was not with
David at Hebron, for he had sent him away, and he had gone
in peace. 23 When Joab and all the army that was with him
came, it was told Joab, “Abner the son of Ner came to the king,
and he has let him go, and he has gone in peace.” 24 Then
Joab went to the king and said, “What have you done? Behold,
Abner came to you. Why is it that you have sent him away, so
that he is gone? 25 You know that Abner the son of Ner came
to deceive you and to know your going out and your coming
in, and to know all that you are doing.”



2 Samuel 3:27 (ESV) 

27 And when Abner returned to Hebron, Joab took him aside
into the midst of the gate to speak with him privately, and
there he struck him in the stomach, so that he died, for the
blood of Asahel his brother.



2 Samuel 3:28 – 29 (ESV) 

28 Afterward, when David heard of it, he said, “I and my
kingdom are forever guiltless before the LORD for the blood of
Abner the son of Ner. 29 May it fall upon the head of Joab and
upon all his father's house, and may the house of Joab never
be without one who has a discharge or who is leprous or who
holds a spindle or who falls by the sword or who lacks bread!”



David mourns Abner. 



2 Samuel 3:31 – 32 (ESV) 

31 Then David said to Joab and to all the people who were
with him, “Tear your clothes and put on sackcloth and mourn
before Abner.” And King David followed the bier. 32 They
buried Abner at Hebron. And the king lifted up his voice and
wept at the grave of Abner, and all the people wept.



2 Samuel 3:36 – 37 (ESV) 

36 And all the people took notice of it, and it pleased them, as
everything that the king did pleased all the people. 37 So all
the people and all Israel understood that day that it had not
been the king's will to put to death Abner the son of Ner.



In our next study, we will 
continue to examination the 

reign of the King David! 


