
The Kings of 
Israel 

Lesson #4



In our last study: 

The Israelites cry for a King

A Warning from God



In this first 
study:

Saul is selected to be the 
first King of Israel.

Samuel gives his farewell 
address.

Saul is rejected by God 
as being King of Israel!



Saul is selected to be the 
first King of Israel.

1 Samuel 9:17



1 Samuel 9:1 – 2 (ESV) 

1 There was a man of Benjamin whose name was Kish, the son
of Abiel, son of Zeror, son of Becorath, son of Aphiah, a
Benjaminite, a man of wealth. 2 And he had a son whose
name was Saul, a handsome young man. There was not a man
among the people of Israel more handsome than he. From his
shoulders upward he was taller than any of the people.



1 Samuel 9:15 – 16 (ESV) 

15 Now the day before Saul came, the LORD had revealed to
Samuel: 16 “Tomorrow about this time I will send to you a
man from the land of Benjamin, and you shall anoint him to be
prince over my people Israel. He shall save my people from the
hand of the Philistines. For I have seen my people, because
their cry has come to me.”



1 Samuel 9:17 (ESV) 

17 When Samuel saw Saul, the LORD told him, “Here is the
man of whom I spoke to you! He it is who shall restrain my
people.”



1 Samuel 9:27 (ESV) 

27 As they were going down to the outskirts of the city,
Samuel said to Saul, “Tell the servant to pass on before us, and
when he has passed on, stop here yourself for a while, that I
may make known to you the word of God.”



1 Samuel 10:1 (ESV) 
1 Then Samuel took a flask of oil and poured it on his head and
kissed him and said, “Has not the LORD anointed you to be
prince over his people Israel? And you shall reign over the
people of the LORD and you will save them from the hand of
their surrounding enemies. And this shall be the sign to you
that the LORD has anointed you to be prince over his heritage.



1 Samuel 10:17 – 19 (ESV) 

17 Now Samuel called the people together to the LORD at Mizpah.
18 And he said to the people of Israel, “Thus says the LORD, the
God of Israel, ‘I brought up Israel out of Egypt, and I delivered you
from the hand of the Egyptians and from the hand of all the
kingdoms that were oppressing you.’ 19 But today you have
rejected your God, who saves you from all your calamities and
your distresses, and you have said to him, ‘Set a king over us.’
Now therefore present yourselves before the LORD by your tribes
and by your thousands.”



1 Samuel 10:23 (ESV) 

23 Then they ran and took him from there. And when he stood
among the people, he was taller than any of the people from
his shoulders upward.



1 Samuel 10:24 (ESV) 

24 And Samuel said to all the people, “Do you see him whom
the LORD has chosen? There is none like him among all the
people.” And all the people shouted, “Long live the king!”



1 Samuel 10:25 (ESV) 

25 Then Samuel told the people the rights and duties of the
kingship, and he wrote them in a book and laid it up before
the LORD. Then Samuel sent all the people away, each one to
his home.





1 Samuel 11:11 (ESV) 

11 And the next day Saul put the people in three companies.
And they came into the midst of the camp in the morning
watch and struck down the Ammonites until the heat of the
day. And those who survived were scattered, so that no two of
them were left together.



1 Samuel 11:12 – 15 (ESV) 

12 Then the people said to Samuel, “Who is it that said, ‘Shall
Saul reign over us?’ Bring the men, that we may put them to
death.” 13 But Saul said, “Not a man shall be put to death this
day, for today the LORD has worked salvation in Israel.” 14
Then Samuel said to the people, “Come, let us go to Gilgal and
there renew the kingdom.” 15 So all the people went to Gilgal,
and there they made Saul king before the LORD in Gilgal.
There they sacrificed peace offerings before the LORD, and
there Saul and all the men of Israel rejoiced greatly.



1 Samuel 14:47 – 48 (ESV) 

47 When Saul had taken the kingship over Israel, he fought
against all his enemies on every side, against Moab, against
the Ammonites, against Edom, against the kings of Zobah, and
against the Philistines. Wherever he turned he routed them. 48
And he did valiantly and struck the Amalekites and delivered
Israel out of the hands of those who plundered them.



1 Samuel 14:52 (ESV) 

52 There was hard fighting against the Philistines all the days
of Saul. And when Saul saw any strong man, or any valiant
man, he attached him to himself.



Samuel gives his farewell 
address. 

1 Samuel 12:1 – 2 



1 Samuel 12:1 – 2 (ESV) 

1 And Samuel said to all Israel, “Behold, I have obeyed your
voice in all that you have said to me and have made a king
over you. 2 And now, behold, the king walks before you, and I
am old and gray; and behold, my sons are with you. I have
walked before you from my youth until this day.



1 Samuel 12:7 (ESV) 

7 Now therefore stand still that I may plead with you before
the LORD concerning all the righteous deeds of the LORD that
he performed for you and for your fathers.



1 Samuel 12:12 – 13 (ESV) 

12 And when you saw that Nahash the king of the Ammonites
came against you, you said to me, ‘No, but a king shall reign
over us,’ when the LORD your God was your king. 13 And now
behold the king whom you have chosen, for whom you have
asked; behold, the LORD has set a king over you.



1 Samuel 12:14 – 15 (ESV) 

14 If you will fear the LORD and serve him and obey his voice
and not rebel against the commandment of the LORD, and if
both you and the king who reigns over you will follow the
LORD your God, it will be well. 15 But if you will not obey the
voice of the LORD, but rebel against the commandment of the
LORD, then the hand of the LORD will be against you and your
king.



1 Samuel 12:19 – 20 (ESV) 

19 And all the people said to Samuel, “Pray for your servants
to the LORD your God, that we may not die, for we have added
to all our sins this evil, to ask for ourselves a king.” 20 And
Samuel said to the people, “Do not be afraid; you have done
all this evil. Yet do not turn aside from following the LORD, but
serve the LORD with all your heart.



1 Samuel 12:24 – 25 (ESV) 

24 Only fear the LORD and serve him faithfully with all your
heart. For consider what great things he has done for you. 25
But if you still do wickedly, you shall be swept away, both you
and your king.”



In our next study, we will 
examine the rejection of Saul as 

King over Israel!


