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Conflicts Arises Over 
the Keeping of O.T. Law 
(Acts 15) – Part 1



Review of our previous study:

uPaul is nearly killed by stoning at Lystra 
(Acts 14:19 – 23)

uPaul & Barnabas complete their first 
missionary journey by returning to Antioch. 
(Acts 14:24 – 28)



In this study:
u Judaizing teachers come to Antioch teaching that Gentile 

Christians must be circumcised. (Acts 15:1 – 3)
u Paul, Barnabas, and others travel to Jerusalem to resolve 

the issue of circumcising Gentile Christians. (Acts 15:4 – 21)
u Paul & Barnabas are accompanied by men from Jerusalem 

as they return back to Antioch to deliver the epistle from 
the Apostles and elders. (Acts 15:22 – 35)

u Before beginning Paul’s second missionary journey, a sharp 
disagreement arises between Paul & Barnabas leading to 
them dividing into two mission teams. (Acts 15:36 – 41)



Judaizing teachers come to Antioch 
teaching that Gentile Christians must 
be circumcised.
ACTS 15:1 – 3



Acts 15:1 – 2 (ESV)

1 But some men came down from Judea and
were teaching the brothers, “Unless you are
circumcised according to the custom of Moses,
you cannot be saved.” 2 And after Paul and
Barnabas had no small dissension and debate
with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the
others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to
the apostles and the elders about this question.



Genesis 17:10 – 11 (ESV)

10 This is my covenant, which you shall
keep, between me and you and your
offspring after you: Every male among you
shall be circumcised. 11 You shall be
circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins,
and it shall be a sign of the covenant
between me and you.



Galatians 1:6 – 10 (ESV)

6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called
you in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel— 7 not
that there is another one, but there are some who trouble you and
want to distort the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from
heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we
preached to you, let him be accursed. 9 As we have said before, so
now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to
the one you received, let him be accursed. 10 For am I now seeking
the approval of man, or of God? Or am I trying to please man? If I
were still trying to please man, I would not be a servant of Christ.



Acts 15:3 (ESV)

3 So, being sent on their way by the church,
they passed through both Phoenicia and
Samaria, describing in detail the conversion
of the Gentiles, and brought great joy to all
the brothers.





Paul, Barnabas, and others travel to 
Jerusalem to resolve the issue of 
circumcising Gentile Christians.
ACTS 15:4 – 21



Acts 15:4 – 5 (ESV)

4 When they came to Jerusalem, they were
welcomed by the church and the apostles
and the elders, and they declared all that
God had done with them. 5 But some
believers who belonged to the party of the
Pharisees rose up and said, “It is necessary
to circumcise them and to order them to
keep the law of Moses.”



These are probably the events 
Paul discusses in Galatians 2:1 – 10.



Acts 15:6 – 11 (ESV)
6 The apostles and the elders were gathered together to consider
this matter. 7 And after there had been much debate, Peter stood
up and said to them, “Brothers, you know that in the early days
God made a choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles
should hear the word of the gospel and believe. 8 And God, who
knows the heart, bore witness to them, by giving them the Holy
Spirit just as he did to us, 9 and he made no distinction between us
and them, having cleansed their hearts by faith. 10 Now,
therefore, why are you putting God to the test by placing a yoke
on the neck of the disciples that neither our fathers nor we have
been able to bear? 11 But we believe that we will be saved
through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will.”



Hebrews 8:6 – 13 (ESV)
6 But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much more excellent than the
old as the covenant he mediates is better, since it is enacted on better promises. 7
For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no occasion to
look for a second. 8 For he finds fault with them when he says: “Behold, the days are
coming, declares the Lord, when I will establish a new covenant with the house of
Israel and with the house of Judah, 9 not like the covenant that I made with their
fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of
Egypt. For they did not continue in my covenant, and so I showed no concern for
them, declares the Lord. 10 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of
Israel after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my laws into their minds, and write
them on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 11 And
they shall not teach, each one his neighbor and each one his brother, saying, ‘Know
the Lord,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest. 12 For I
will be merciful toward their iniquities, and I will remember their sins no more.” 13 In
speaking of a new covenant, he makes the first one obsolete. And what is
becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away.



Galatians 2:11 – 14 (ESV)
11 But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to
his face, because he stood condemned. 12 For before
certain men came from James, he was eating with the
Gentiles; but when they came he drew back and
separated himself, fearing the circumcision party. 13 And
the rest of the Jews acted hypocritically along with him,
so that even Barnabas was led astray by their hypocrisy.
14 But when I saw that their conduct was not in step with
the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas before them all,
“If you, though a Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a
Jew, how can you force the Gentiles to live like Jews?”



Acts 15:12 (ESV)

12 And all the assembly fell silent, and they
listened to Barnabas and Paul as they
related what signs and wonders God had
done through them among the Gentiles.



Acts 10:45 – 48 (ESV)

45 And the believers from among the circumcised who
had come with Peter were amazed, because the gift of
the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. 46
For they were hearing them speaking in tongues and
extolling God. Then Peter declared, 47 “Can anyone
withhold water for baptizing these people, who have
received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48 And he
commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some days.



In our next study, we 
will continue studying 
Acts 15!


