
Welcome Family & 
Friends



Stephen’s Defense & Eventual 
Stoning (Acts 7) – Part 2
(Studies on the Book of Acts)



Review of previous lesson:

• We began a study of Stephen’s defense before the council and people.
• We studied the history of the people of the God.
• We considered the covenant and promises God made with Abraham. 



In this lesson:

• We will look at the life of Joseph.
• We will see how Moses became God chosen man to lead 

the Israelites out of captivity.
• We will see how the people of God refused to listen to the 

prophet of God, Moses. 



Stephen’s DefenseActs 7:1 – 53



9 “And the patriarchs, jealous of Joseph, sold him into Egypt; but God was
with him 10 and rescued him out of all his afflictions and gave him favor
and wisdom before Pharaoh, king of Egypt, who made him ruler over Egypt
and over all his household. 11 Now there came a famine throughout all
Egypt and Canaan, and great affliction, and our fathers could find no food.
12 But when Jacob heard that there was grain in Egypt, he sent out our
fathers on their first visit. 13 And on the second visit Joseph made himself
known to his brothers, and Joseph's family became known to Pharaoh. 14
And Joseph sent and summoned Jacob his father and all his kindred,
seventy-five persons in all. 15 And Jacob went down into Egypt, and he
died, he and our fathers, 16 and they were carried back to Shechem and
laid in the tomb that Abraham had bought for a sum of silver from the sons
of Hamor in Shechem.
Acts 7:9 – 16 (ESV)



9 Then he dreamed another dream and told it to his
brothers and said, “Behold, I have dreamed another dream.
Behold, the sun, the moon, and eleven stars were bowing
down to me.” 10 But when he told it to his father and to his
brothers, his father rebuked him and said to him, “What is
this dream that you have dreamed? Shall I and your mother
and your brothers indeed come to bow ourselves to the
ground before you?” 11 And his brothers were jealous of
him, but his father kept the saying in mind.
Genesis 37:9 – 11 (ESV)



The Lord was with 
Joseph!



2 The LORD was with Joseph, and he
became a successful man, and he was in
the house of his Egyptian master. 3 His
master saw that the LORD was with him
and that the LORD caused all that he did to
succeed in his hands. 4 So Joseph found
favor in his sight and attended him, and he
made him overseer of his house and put
him in charge of all that he had.
Genesis 39:2 – 4 (ESV)



21 But the LORD was with Joseph and showed him
steadfast love and gave him favor in the sight of the
keeper of the prison. 22 And the keeper of the prison
put Joseph in charge of all the prisoners who were in
the prison. Whatever was done there, he was the one
who did it. 23 The keeper of the prison paid no
attention to anything that was in Joseph's charge,
because the LORD was with him. And whatever he did,
the LORD made it succeed.
Genesis 39:21 – 23 (ESV)



37 This proposal pleased Pharaoh and all his servants. 38
And Pharaoh said to his servants, “Can we find a man like
this, in whom is the Spirit of God?” 39 Then Pharaoh said to
Joseph, “Since God has shown you all this, there is none so
discerning and wise as you are. 40 You shall be over my
house, and all my people shall order themselves as you
command. Only as regards the throne will I be greater than
you.” 41 And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “See, I have set you
over all the land of Egypt.”
Genesis 41:37 – 41 (ESV)



The providence of God 
is seen in the life of 
Joseph. 



4 So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near
to me, please.” And they came near. And he
said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you
sold into Egypt. 5 And now do not be
distressed or angry with yourselves because
you sold me here, for God sent me before you
to preserve life.
Genesis 45:4 – 5 (ESV)



8 So it was not you who sent
me here, but God. He has
made me a father to Pharaoh,
and lord of all his house and
ruler over all the land of Egypt.
Genesis 45:8 (ESV)



15 When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It
may be that Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did
to him.” 16 So they sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave
this command before he died: 17 ‘Say to Joseph, “Please forgive the
transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.”’
And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of
your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 His brothers also
came and fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.”
19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? 20
As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to
bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today.
21 So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he
comforted them and spoke kindly to them.
Genesis 50:15 – 21 (ESV)



17 “But as the time of the promise drew near,
which God had granted to Abraham, the
people increased and multiplied in Egypt 18
until there arose over Egypt another king who
did not know Joseph. 19 He dealt shrewdly
with our race and forced our fathers to
expose their infants, so that they would not
be kept alive.
Acts 7:17 – 19 (ESV)



7 But the people of Israel were fruitful and increased
greatly; they multiplied and grew exceedingly strong,
so that the land was filled with them.
Exodus 1:7 (ESV)



12 But the more they were
oppressed, the more they
multiplied and the more they
spread abroad. And the
Egyptians were in dread of
the people of Israel.
Exodus 1:12 (ESV)



9 And he said to his people, “Behold, the people of
Israel are too many and too mighty for us. 10 Come, let
us deal shrewdly with them, lest they multiply, and, if
war breaks out, they join our enemies and fight against
us and escape from the land.”
Exodus 1:9 – 10 (ESV)



16 “When you serve as midwife to the
Hebrew women and see them on the
birthstool, if it is a son, you shall kill him, but
if it is a daughter, she shall live.”
Exodus 1:16 (ESV)



17 But the midwives feared
God and did not do as the king
of Egypt commanded them, but
let the male children live.
Exodus 1:17 (ESV)



22 Then Pharaoh commanded
all his people, “Every son that is
born to the Hebrews you shall
cast into the Nile, but you shall
let every daughter live.”
Exodus 1:22 (ESV)



20 At this time Moses was born; and he was beautiful
in God's sight. And he was brought up for three months
in his father's house, 21 and when he was exposed,
Pharaoh's daughter adopted him and brought him up
as her own son. 22 And Moses was instructed in all the
wisdom of the Egyptians, and he was mighty in his
words and deeds.
Acts 7:20 – 22 (ESV)



To be continued in 
our next study…


