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A Conspiracy Uncovered, An 
Arrest and Release, and the 
Spread of the Gospel (Part 1)

(Studies on the Book of Acts)



Review of previous lesson:

• We discussed the second half of chapter 4.
• The church prays for boldness to continue speaking out for Jesus Christ.
• The church cares for the need of one another. 
• We are introduced to Barnabas.



In this lesson: • We will discuss the conspiracy of Ananias and 
Sapphira to lie to the Holy Spirit and what 
resulted from it.

• We will see how the Holy Spirit continued to 
work with the church to spread the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ.



An Examination of Chapter 5



The Conspiracy
Acts 5:1 – 2



1 But a man named Ananias, with his wife
Sapphira, sold a piece of property, 2 and with
his wife's knowledge he kept back for himself
some of the proceeds and brought only a part
of it and laid it at the apostles' feet.
Acts 5:1 – 2 (ESV)



32 Now the full number of those who
believed were of one heart and soul, and
no one said that any of the things that
belonged to him was his own, but they had
everything in common.
Acts 4:32 (ESV)



34 There was not a needy person among
them, for as many as were owners of lands or
houses sold them and brought the proceeds of
what was sold 35 and laid it at the apostles'
feet, and it was distributed to each as any had
need.
Acts 4:34 – 35 (ESV)



36 Thus Joseph, who was also called by the
apostles Barnabas (which means son of
encouragement), a Levite, a native of
Cyprus, 37 sold a field that belonged to him
and brought the money and laid it at the
apostles' feet.
Acts 4:36 – 37 (ESV)



7 Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one
sows, that will he also reap. 8 For the one who sows to his own
flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows
to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.
Galatians 6:7 – 8 (ESV)



1 “Beware of practicing your righteousness
before other people in order to be seen by
them, for then you will have no reward from
your Father who is in heaven. 2 “Thus, when
you give to the needy, sound no trumpet
before you, as the hypocrites do in the
synagogues and in the streets, that they may
be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they
have received their reward. 3 But when you
give to the needy, do not let your left hand
know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that
your giving may be in secret. And your Father
who sees in secret will reward you.
Matthew 6:1 – 4 (ESV)



The Conspiracy Exposed
Acts 5:3 – 11



3 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to
lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back for yourself part of the
proceeds of the land? 4 While it remained unsold, did it not
remain your own? And after it was sold, was it not at your
disposal? Why is it that you have contrived this deed in your
heart? You have not lied to man but to God.” 5 When Ananias
heard these words, he fell down and breathed his last. And
great fear came upon all who heard of it. 6 The young men
rose and wrapped him up and carried him out and buried him.
Acts 5:3 – 6 (ESV)



14 But each person is tempted when he is
lured and enticed by his own desire. 15 Then
desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin,
and sin when it is fully grown brings forth
death.
James 1:14 – 15 (ESV)



7 After an interval of about three hours his wife came in, not
knowing what had happened. 8 And Peter said to her, “Tell me
whether you sold the land for so much.” And she said, “Yes, for
so much.” 9 But Peter said to her, “How is it that you have
agreed together to test the Spirit of the Lord? Behold, the feet
of those who have buried your husband are at the door, and
they will carry you out.” 10 Immediately she fell down at his
feet and breathed her last. When the young men came in they
found her dead, and they carried her out and buried her beside
her husband. 11 And great fear came upon the whole church
and upon all who heard of these things.
Acts 5:7 – 11 (ESV)



The Practice 
of 
church 
discipline:

•Matthew 18:15 – 17
• Galatians 6:1
• 1 Corinthians 5:4 – 5
• James 5:19 – 20
• 1 Corinthians 5:6 – 7



The Holy Spirit continued to 
work with the church to spread 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ!
Acts 5:12 – 16



12 Now many signs and wonders were regularly done among
the people by the hands of the apostles. And they were all
together in Solomon's Portico. 13 None of the rest dared join
them, but the people held them in high esteem. 14 And more
than ever believers were added to the Lord, multitudes of both
men and women, 15 so that they even carried out the sick into
the streets and laid them on cots and mats, that as Peter came
by at least his shadow might fall on some of them. 16 The
people also gathered from the towns around Jerusalem,
bringing the sick and those afflicted with unclean spirits, and
they were all healed.
Acts 5:12 – 16 (ESV)



3 how shall we escape if we neglect such a
great salvation? It was declared at first by the
Lord, and it was attested to us by those who
heard, 4 while God also bore witness by signs
and wonders and various miracles and by gifts
of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his
will.
Hebrews 2:3 – 4 (ESV)



11 And God was doing extraordinary miracles
by the hands of Paul, 12 so that even
handkerchiefs or aprons that had touched his
skin were carried away to the sick, and their
diseases left them and the evil spirits came
out of them.
Acts 19:11 – 12 (ESV)



In our next study, 
we will go on to 
look at 2nd half 
chapter 5!


