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The Commission of the 
Apostles (Acts 1)

Study of the book “Acts of the Apostles” series



1 In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all
that Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the day when
he was taken up, after he had given commands through
the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3
He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by
many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and
speaking about the kingdom of God.
Acts 1:1 – 3 (ESV)



4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to
depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of
the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for
John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with
the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”
Acts 1:4 – 5 (ESV)



The Commissioning of the 
Apostles (Acts 1)



6 So when they had come together, they asked him,
“Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to
Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know
times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own
authority.
Acts 1:6 – 7 (ESV)



The Apostles are still having 
trouble understanding the 

nature of the Kingdom of God.



12 When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with
your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who
shall come from your body, and I will establish his
kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for my name, and I
will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will
be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. When
he commits iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod of
men, with the stripes of the sons of men, 15 but my
steadfast love will not depart from him, as I took it from
Saul, whom I put away from before you.
2 Samuel 7:12 – 15 (ESV)



36 “But concerning that day and hour no one knows,
not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the
Father only.
Matthew 24:36 (ESV)



12 “I still have many things to say to you, but you
cannot bear them now. 13 When the Spirit of truth
comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will
not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears
he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that
are to come.
John 16:12 – 13 (ESV)



10 Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven.
Matthew 6:10 (ESV) 



17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-
Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my
Father who is in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on
this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of
heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in
heaven.”
Matthew 16:17 – 19 (ESV)



28 Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here
who will not taste death until they see the Son of Man
coming in his kingdom.”
Matthew 16:28 (ESV)



13 He has delivered us from the domain of darkness
and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son,
Colossians 1:13 (ESV)



Jesus commissions the Apostles to 
evangelize the world with the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ.



8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end
of the earth.”
Acts 1:8 (ESV)



20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God
making his appeal through us. We implore you on
behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.
2 Corinthians 5:20 (ESV)



44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to
you while I was still with you, that everything written about me
in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be
fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the
Scriptures, 46 and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the
Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47
and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from
Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And
behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But
stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.”
Luke 24:44 – 49 (ESV)



19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all
that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you
always, to the end of the age.”
Matthew 28:19 – 20 (ESV)



15 And he said to them, “Go into all the world and
proclaim the gospel to the whole creation. 16 Whoever
believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does
not believe will be condemned. 17 And these signs will
accompany those who believe: in my name they will
cast out demons; they will speak in new tongues; 18
they will pick up serpents with their hands; and if they
drink any deadly poison, it will not hurt them; they will
lay their hands on the sick, and they will recover.”
Mark 16:15 – 18 (ESV)



30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of
the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but
these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you
may have life in his name.
John 20:30 – 31 (ESV)



Jesus ascends to back to the 
Father in Heaven.



9 And when he had said these things, as they were
looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out
of their sight. 10 And while they were gazing into
heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in
white robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you
stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken
up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as
you saw him go into heaven.”
Acts 1:9 – 11 (ESV)



1 When Jesus had spoken these words, he went out
with his disciples across the brook Kidron, where there
was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. 2
Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, for
Jesus often met there with his disciples.
John 18:1 – 2 (ESV)



50 And he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up
his hands he blessed them. 51 While he blessed them,
he parted from them and was carried up into heaven.
52 And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem
with great joy, 53 and were continually in the temple
blessing God.
Luke 24:50 – 53 (ESV)



9 And when he had said these things, as they were
looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out
of their sight. 10 And while they were gazing into
heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in
white robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you
stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken
up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as
you saw him go into heaven.”
Acts 1:9 – 11 (ESV)



7 Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye
will see him, even those who pierced him, and all tribes
of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen.
Revelation 1:7 (ESV)



5 This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be
considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are also
suffering— 6 since indeed God considers it just to repay with affliction
those who afflict you, 7 and to grant relief to you who are afflicted as
well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his
mighty angels 8 in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do
not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord
Jesus. 9 They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away
from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might, 10 when
he comes on that day to be glorified in his saints, and to be marveled at
among all who have believed, because our testimony to you was
believed.
2 Thessalonians 1:5 – 10 (ESV)



The Apostles do as they have 
been commanded by returning 

to Jerusalem.



12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called
Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey away.
13 And when they had entered, they went up to the upper
room, where they were staying, Peter and John and James and
Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew,
James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the
son of James. 14 All these with one accord were devoting
themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the
mother of Jesus, and his brothers.
Acts 1:12 – 14 (ESV)



4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to
depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of
the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for
John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with
the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”
Acts 1:4 – 5 (ESV)



45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures,
46 and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should
suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47 and that
repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in
his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are
witnesses of these things. 49 And behold, I am sending the
promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you
are clothed with power from on high.”
Luke 24:45 – 49 (ESV)



8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end
of the earth.”
Acts 1:8 (ESV)



In our next lesson, we 
will go onto to study 
Acts 1:15 – 2:13!


