God’s Greatest Gift is Love

I. Introduction
A. Valentines Day is a day in which we honor the ones we love as well as the idea of love. The problem we have, however, is that so many have a missed perception of what love truly means.
B. Love must be the most research topic on planet Earth.
C. To understand love all we need to do is go to the word of God.

II. Defining Love
A. 5 Forms of Love mentioned in the God’s Word
1. Eros – sexual love or desire. It describes a strong desire or emotional attachment.
2. Mania – fanatical infatuation; obsession
3. Philia – brotherly/friendship love
4. Storge – describes the love between a parent and child
5. Agape – God’s Love. It is an unselfish love, which demands no repayment. It is given simply because the one giving it wants to do good for the one it is focused on.
B. In Paul’s Letter to the Corinthian Church he discusses love extensively. 
1. Much of the letter deals with the many issues and problems the congregation was dealing with.
i. One of their biggest conflicts came up over the use of spiritual gifts.
ii. Many times when we think of spiritual gifts we reflect solely on the supernatural.
iii. However, Paul points out that God’s greatest spiritual gifts have nothing to do with the supernatural.
a. I Corinthians 12:31 (But earnestly desire the best gifts. And yet I show you a more excellent way.)
2. I Corinthians 13:4 – 8 (4 Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; 5 does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; 6 does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; 7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8 Love never fails.)
i. Paul what God’s greatest gift, agape love, really means.
ii. In his description he first states what it does then he begins explaining what it is not. 
iii. He ends the first section by stating that love rejoices in the truth.
iv. True agape love is based upon truth.
v. In verse 7, he sums up what the effects are of this type of love, which is that it bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, and endures all things.
vi. Each one of these had been fully demonstrated by God himself and now the charge was laid before the Corinthians that they display these same attributes to one another.
vii. Just as they were to use their supernatural gifts to edify one another, they were to utilize God’s greatest gift.
viii. In doing so, the church would prosper along with the individual Christian.

III. Christian Love
A. Bears All Things
1. Matthew 11:28 – 30 (28 Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.)
2. I Peter 2:24 (24 who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness—by whose stripes you were healed.)
3. Acts 2:44, 45 (44 Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, 45 and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need)
4. Galatians 6:1, 2 (1 Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted. 2 Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.)
5. James 5:19, 20 (19 Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth, and someone turns him back, 20 let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save a soul from death and cover a multitude of sins.)
B. Believes All Things
1. John 14:6 (6 Jesus said to him, “ I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.)
2. Hebrews 11:1 (1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.)
3. Hebrews 11:6 (6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.)
4. II Corinthians 3:4 – 6 (4 And we have such trust through Christ toward God. 5 Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think of anything as being from ourselves, but our sufficiency is from God, 6 who also made us sufficient as ministers of the new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.)
C. Hopes All Things
1. Romans 5:6 – 8 (6 For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.)
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Hebrews 10:23 – 25 (23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.)
D. Endures All Things
1. John 17: 4 (4 I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work which You have given Me to do.)
2. John 19:30 (30 So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, “It is finished!” And bowing His head, He gave up His spirit.)
3. II Timothy 4:6, 7 (6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure is at hand. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.)
4. Luke 6:46 – 49 (46 “But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do the things which I say? 47 Whoever comes to Me, and hears My sayings and does them, I will show you whom he is like: 48 He is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid the foundation on the rock. And when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently against that house, and could not shake it, for it was founded on the rock. 49 But he who heard and did nothing is like a man who built a house on the earth without a foundation, against which the stream beat vehemently; and immediately it fell. And the ruin of that house was great.)
5. I Corinthians 3:9 – 15 (9 For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, you are God's building. 10 According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I have laid the foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one take heed how he builds on it. 11 For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13 each one's work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one's work, of what sort it is. 14 If anyone's work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. 15 If anyone's work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.)

IV. Love Never Fails
A. I Corinthians 13:13 (13 And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.)
B. God’s Love bridges the gap from this life to eternity. 
C. It provides us with the Hope we can Believe in that will give us the strength to Bear the problems of this life so that we can Endure until God takes us home.
D. Without God’s Love we have nothing. 
E. You can change that today. 
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